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71 1.94/153 9a sTelegram 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  tho  Ambassador  in  Japan  (Grew) 
(Paraphrase) 

Washington,  June  22,  194C-noon. 

215.  1.  Unless  you  perceive  any  objection,  it  is  my  desire  that 
at  an  early  moment  you  call  upon  the  Foreign  Minister  and  in 
strictest  confidence  explore  with  him  in  continuation  of  your 
conversations  of  June  10  and  June  19.  the  question  of  possibly 
arriving  at  an  understanding  between  the  Amerioan  Government  and  . 
the  Japanese  Government  through  an  exchange  of  notee  along  the 
following  lines  1 

The  interest  of  both  countries  in  keeping  to  a  minimum  the 
adverse  effects  of  the  war  in  Furope  is  the  basis  upon  which  the 
understanding  would  be  prerieed.  The  understanding  would  refer 
vo  this  interest.  In  the  proposed  notes  there  would  be  expressed 
the  agreement  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Japanese  Government  that  they  have  a  common  desire  thet  the  stetus 

?s  f*  be  Rifled  by  peaceful  means,  be  maintained 
with  regard  to  the  possesaions  and  territories  of  belligerent 
European  powers  in  the  Pacific  erea.  There  might  elec  be  in  the 
proposed  notee  a  provision  for  consultation  between  the  Governments 
of  the  two  countries  should. any  question  arise  involving  the  status 
quo  in  respect  to  the  Fecifio  possessions  and  territories  of 

Cre?t.Eurc'?een  I>ontrfl  "hioh  renders  consultation  desirable 
in  the  opinion  of  either  the  Japanese  Government  or  the  Government 
or  the  United  States. 

-2#  S  th!  pr°P°8ed  exchange  of  notes  this  Government  envisages 
and  would  understand  the  phrase  releting  to  possession s  eal 
territories  in  the  Pacific  area  of  belligerent  European  powers 
o  cover  and  include  their  possessions  and  territories  in  ell 
j-arts  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

,Thls  f««ee*tion  relates  to  a  particular  and  definite  problem, 
ti  ntrCdUCti°n  °f  n0T  plications  and  new  uossi- 

dlfficulty  and  fiction  into  the  general  situation  in 

ft  w*u  reallze  and  will  keep  ccnstently  in  mind, 

it  does  not  involve  and  should  not  be  inferred  to  imply  any  with- 
draval  from  positions  heretofore  taken  regarding  any  specific 
problems  in  the  relationships  between  tho  two  countries, 

It  is  intended  as  a  preventive  rather  than  a  curctive  measure. 

At  the  garnet ime,  it  is  our  belief,  and  \.e  hope  it  will  be  that  of 
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the  Japanese,  that  the  possibility  of  contributing  subatantially 
tov.ard  mwiHng  situations  bettor  is  within  procedures  which  tend 
to  prevent  situations  ftrom  becoming  worse .  If  adopted,  ve  believe 
this  procedure  would  tend  to  turn  public  thought  toward  consider#* 
ation  of  peaceful  and  constructive  processes.  It  would  tend  to 
dissipate  various  suspicions  which  apparently  prevail  among  the 
public  and  to  curtail  various  types  of  inflaranatory  discussion  and 
agitation.  It  would  take  care  of  the  particular  present  and  future 
problem  to  which  it  would  expressly  relate,  and,  although  it  would 
in  no  nay  dispose  of  the  many  end  various  specific  questions  vhich 
have  been  and  are  the  subject  matter  of  current  and  past  discussion 
between  our  tro  Governments,  it  might  facilitate  solution  of  some 
of  them. 

Hull 
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711.94/1626 

Memorandum  by  the  Ambassador  in  Japan  (Grew' 

(TCKYO)  June  24.  1940. 

V'hen  I  called  on  the  Foreign  Minister  at  11  o'clock  this 
morning  at  the-  private  house  of  a  ccnmon  friend,  re  discussed  in 
strictest  confidence  the  surest  ion  proposed  in  the  Department's 
telegram  No. 215.  June  22,  noon,  with  reference  to  an  exchange  of 
notes  regarding  upholding  the  status  quo  with  regard  to  the  Pacific 
teiw  itor iee  and  possessions  of  belligerent  European  countries. 


The  Minister  gave  his  close  attention  to  the  diverse  points  in 
my  oral  argument  and  all  the  questions  he  put  to  me  were  covered 
in  the  Deportment's  instructions.  When  asked  whether  the  Pacific 
mandated  islands  were  included  ip  our  proposal,  I  answered  that  if 
he  desired  I  would  submit  the  point  to  ny  Government,  but  he  did  not 
pursue  the  subject. 


The  tin is ter  said  finally  that  the  suggestion  would  be  given 
his  dose  study  and  that  ho  would  reply  soon.  He  otated  further 
that,  unless  a  number  of  the  many  outstanding  differences  between 
the  United  States  and  Japan  were  first  solved,  he,  offhand  and  in 
his  own  opinion,  thought  that  the  suggestion  might  be  difficult  to 
aooept.  When  asked  to  which  difficulties  hc^referred  in  particular, 
the  Minister  replied  that  the  absence  of  a  commercial  treaty  was 
the  outstanding-  difficulty. 

In  view  of  some  of  his  conments  I  made  clear  at  the  conclusion 
of  our  talk  that  our  present  proposal  must  not  be  misunderstood  to 
Imply  any  retreat  from  positions  previously  held  regarding  any 
particular  problems  between  Japan  and  the  United  States,  but  I  added 
that  I  found  it  significant  in  my  own  opinion  that  our  exploration 
today  was  regarded  by  my  Government  as  the  continuance  of  the  conver¬ 
sations  of  June  10  and  19,  which  were  entered  into  with  the  express 
Intent  of  discovering  means  -to  ameliorate  American- Japanese  relations. 

^ •  Arita  said  that  the  Japanese  press  must  have  called  my  attent¬ 
ion  to-  the  trend 'of  public  opinion  in  Japan,  which  was  strongly  for 
closer  relations  with  Germany  and  Italy  and  was  continually  growing 
in1  strength.  He  claimod  that  he  was  personally,  as  I  well  knew,  in 
favor  of  a  rapprochement  with  the  United  States,  but  thet  the  situ¬ 
ation  today  opened  him  to  severe  criticism,  and  that  the  problem 
was  extremely  difficult. 


J(oseph)  C.  G  (rew) 
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